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Not In Our School:

Empowering young people to take the lead on campus and in communities

Not In Our Town (NIOT) isn’t just about responding to hate violence; it’s about prevention. Nowhere is this endeavor more important than in our schools. Young people commit more than half of all reported hate crimes, and many incidents occur on school grounds. Empowering youth-led anti-hate work is critical. 

Not In Our School engages middle, high school and college students to lead their peers and school communities in anti-hate campaigns that reflect their own needs and ideas. The NIOT documentaries and website provide story-based models that help educators, students, parents and community leaders address bigotry and harassment, and build safer and more inclusive schools.

· In Maine, a group of middle school students started a Not In Our School initiative that focused on student leadership. Older students taught the incoming students about how to respond to intolerance. This effort grew into a state-wide civil rights initiative. 

· In Olympia, Washington, teenagers from several high schools organized a community-wide event in response to neo-Nazi demonstrations. While adults supported the project, the students took center stage. Their 300-person screening and discussion started important conversations between teenagers and adults about local issues of hate and intolerance.

· In Newark, California, students used drama and performance to address difficult problems in the schools. When a local transgender teenager was brutally murdered, high school students put on The Laramie Project, about a town’s reaction to the murder of a gay student, and performed it at school assemblies to teach their peers about anti-LGBT violence. In subsequent years, students have read Twilight: Los Angeles, the play about race and identity during the 1992 Los Angeles Riots, and written their own monologues about these issues in their town, culminating in performances of “Twilight Newark.”

· In Palo Alto, California, school leaders—including teachers, administrators and students—put on an annual Not in Our School month of activities and curriculum about preventing intolerance.

· In Bloomington, Illinois, all public schools are visited by the Pledge Card Project, which asks every individual to make a personal commitment against racism and discrimination. Pledge cards against bullying are available for younger students. The project challenges signers to take the message to others in their family, schools, church, and social organizations. 

· In colleges across the country, residential advisors hold “Not in Our Hall” events to talk about hate crimes and diversity issues with incoming students and set a tone of inclusively in the dormitories. 

Learn more at http://www.niot.org and http://www.theworkinggroup.org
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