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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
MM/DD/YYYY

Contact: [Name, phone, email]






[Community or Group’s Name] Hosts Screening and 
Community Discussion of Documentary Film Waking in Oak Creek 

Documentary Reveals Community’s Inspiring Response 
After Deadly 2012 Hate Attack at Sikh Temple of Wisconsin

[Your Constituents or Populations] Gather to Screen Film, Discuss Strategies for Building a Safe, Inclusive [Your Town]
What: Waking in Oak Creek Film Screening and Community Discussion

When: [Date & Time]

Where: [Location]


 [CITY], [STATE ABBREVIATION] - [Organization Name] announces a screening of Waking in Oak Creek, a new documentary that tells the story of a community working together to overcome tragedy after six worshipers at a Sikh temple are killed by a white supremacist.  

Waking in Oak Creek will screen at [Venue] in [City], [State], on [Day of week], [Month] [Day], [Year] at [Time]. The screening will be followed by a discussion about what local residents can do to address intolerance and prevent hate in [name of town] and [add other goals for your screening]. The event is free and open to the public.

 [Add your own words about local relevance—history of hate incidents, community response, law enforcement and community initiatives, local interfaith and intercultural work, key participants and civic leaders participating, or other information.]

About the Film
As the Sikh community in Oak Creek, Wisconsin prepares for Sunday prayers, a deadly hate attack shatters their lives, but not their resilience. After six worshipers are killed by a white supremacist, the local community finds inspiration in the Sikh tradition of forgiveness and faith. Lieutenant Murphy, shot 15 times in the attack, joins the mayor and police chief as they forge new bonds with the Sikh community. Young temple members, still grieving, emerge as leaders in the quest to end the violence. In the year following the tragedy, thousands gather for vigils and community events to honor the victims and seek connection. Together, a community rocked by hate is awakened and transformed by the Sikh spirit of relentless optimism.

Waking in Oak Creek is the first in a series of five films released as part of the Working Together for Safe, Inclusive Communities Initiative, a collaboration between Not In Our Town and the U.S. Department of Justice, Office of Community Oriented Policing Services (COPS). As part of this initiative, the COPS Office and Not In Our Town have joined forces to create vital new tools to help law enforcement professionals and community partners work together to prevent hate crimes, improve hate crime reporting, and address underlying tensions that can lead to violence.

To download the Waking in Oak Creek press kit and high-resolution images, visit NIOT.org/cops/wakinginoakcreek.
About Not In Our Town
Developed in 1995 by The Working Group, an Oakland, California-based nonprofit strategic media company, Not In Our Town is a movement to stop hate, address bullying, and build safe, inclusive communities for all.  NIOT films, new media, and organizing tools help local leaders build vibrant, diverse cities and towns, where everyone can participate. Learn more at 

 HYPERLINK "http://www.niot.org/" \h 
www.NIOT.org.
About the U.S. Department of Justice COPS Office
The COPS Office is a federal agency responsible for advancing public safety through community policing. Since 1995, it has awarded over $14 billion to advance community policing, including grants awarded to more than 13,000 state, local, and tribal law enforcement agencies to fund the hiring and redeployment of approximately 125,000 officers and provide a variety of knowledge resource products including publications, training, and technical assistance.

####

