VILLAGE OF PATCHOGUE PROCLAMATION

May 9, 2009

The Board of Trustees of the Incorporated Village of Patchogue, duly convened in regular session, do hereby resolve as follows: 
Whereas, we, as Patchogue Village officials recognize the varying views on the current immigration debate, declare our commitment to the following principles;
1. We believe that full and wide-ranging debates about this important and difficult issue are essential, but the thoughtful discourse can only occur in an environment free of hatred and vilification,
2. We recognize that debates about immigration are inevitably about human beings, not just abstract principles, no matter how important.

3. We understand the danger that some may use this difficult issue as a vehicle, either intentionally or unintentionally, to demonize, dehumanize, marginalize, or stigmatize groups of people, and we are aware of the harm this causes not only to the targeted groups, but also to our entire social fabric,
4. We know that we cannot change what has happened in the past, but we commit to working together so that we can create a positive climate for the future. Now therefore, be it resolved by the Board of Trustees: That we commit ourselves as follows:

a. We will be careful when we discuss immigration issues to avoid language and actions which tend to dehumanize or demonize human beings, whether by promoting stereotypes, fears or bigotry,

b. We will respect and support the right of people with whom we disagree to bring up thoughtful concerns and proposals about any aspect of the immigration debate,

c. And we pledge to temper the debate to avoid the intentional or unintentional violation of the principles and commitments herein.

